BEDSIDE DIAGNOSIS by unknown
This mammoth sentence is preceded by two paragraphs which refer briefly to the follow-
iing causes of acidosis in this order:-diarrhoea, diabetes mellitus, renal failure, overdose
with acetazolamide or aspirin, emphysema, mechanical respiratory failure, respiratory centre
depression and cor pulmonale.
I think this textbook must be designed to back up a comprehensive course of didactic
lectures on pharmacology given to students in the preclinical part of their course. It is not
suitable for students with a fully integrated curriclum. P.C.E.
MEDICAL AND DENTAL HYPNOSIS by John Hartland. Second Edition. (Pp.
389. £4.00). London: Bailliere Tindall, 1971.
THIS book is divided into three parts; the first ten chapters cover the history, nature and
techniques of hypnosis; the next four chapters are about the theories and phenomena of
hypnosis, and there are eleven chapters on the clinical applications, including a chapter by
Stanley Tinkler on the use of hypnosis in dental surgery. The first two parts consist of
chapters written in a simple and clear way outlining what is actually done andl some of the
phenomena which have been produced under hypnosis. The chapter on the theories of hyp-
nosis makes no mention of the extensive research of T. X. Barber which calls in question
the special status of the hypnotic state.
The third part about clinical applications is very disappointing, because confident state-
ments about the successful applications of hypnosis to an enormous variety of disorders are
made in an uncritical way; This uncritical approach applies both to the stated psychological
causes of many physical condi,tions, and also to the evaluation of the treatment.
If the reader has decided that he wishes to embark on hypnotic treatment this book
gives clear instructions on how to set about it. If he wants to find out whether, and in
what circumstances, hypnotic treatment is indicated this book gives only an uncritical
viewpoint. W.O.McC.
BEDSIDE DIAGNOSIS by Charles Seward. Ninth Edition. (Pp. xiii+537; illus-
trated, £3.00). Edinburgh and London: Churchill Liviingstone, 1971.
IT is hard to accept that twenty-two years have passed since this little h-andbook was first
published, and during this time it has been translated into Spanish, Portuguese, Greek and
German.
Clearly it has filled an important gap in medical education. Its popularity rests on the
fact that it is based on a classification of differential diagnosis of major symptoms which
are then developed systematically with a useful cross reference from one section to another.
With the development of specialization over the years, Dr. Seward has drawn on the
services of Dr. David Mattingly with advice from several other colleagues in the Royal
Devon and Exeter Hospital.
A great deal of sound practical and reliable medicine has been covered in this small book,
which still slips comfortably into the white coat pocket. A happy balance has been reached
in the amount of space given to common and less common conditions and few important
though less common diseases avoid mention. There is a useful though rather short chapter
on"Drugs Considered as Causes of Symptoms" by Dr. Harry Hall, and the contribution by
him on "Coma" is a valuable one. The section on Normal Values is useful especially as it
indicates the specimens necessary for tests with explanatory notes.
This book has been thoroughly brought up to date and shows several new features. These
will make it even more useful to the medical practitioner, student and junior doctor, to
whom it is especially recommended.
Any doctor reading this little book will find it a refreshing experience M.W.J.B.
TEXTBOOK OF ORTHOPAEDIC MEDICINE. Volume 2. by J. Cyriax. Eighth
Edition. (Pp. 432; Plates 149; £4.00). London: Bailliere Tindall, 1971.
THis edition of Volume 2 has been revised completely and many new photographs have
been added. It is almost the practical addition to the more theoretical Volume 1. The
85